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By Colin Howarth
Staff writer

NEWPORT —With all the boats in Newport 
Harbor during the summer, it only makes sense 
that members of  the city’s Fire Department 
be trained how to respond to emergencies on 
the water.

To help with that effort, 26 members of  the 
Newport Fire Department participated in a 
two-day training program this week to learn 
how to battle blazes aboard moored yachts 
and in marinas. The program included a day 
of  classroom instruction at the Newport Fire 
Station and another day of  hands-on training 
aboard two vessels at Newport Shipyard.

“It’s been going very well,” Deputy Chief  
Dave Egan said. “We have very knowledge-

able instructors. 
They’ve taken us 
on a couple boats 
where we learned 
strategies for fire 
and medical emer-
gencies.”

Tom Jones, the 
training manager 
of  Resolve Mar-
i t ime Academy 
in Florida, is the 
lead developer for 
the program’s fire 
and safety courses. 
Jones served eight 
years active duty in 
the Navy as a dam-
age controlman.

E m e r g e n c i e s 
on the water occur 

more than people may think. According to the 
North Kingstown Fire Department, 2016 has 
been one of  the worst years for boat fires, dis-
tress alarms and accidents on the water. That 
department has responded to seven fires and 
more than 70 distress alarms.

In August, a 37-foot cabin cruiser caught fire 
near Rose Island in Newport, burned to the 
waterline and sank before a boat with signifi-
cant firefighting capabilities could arrive. No 
one was injured because the occupants evacu-
ated the boat and climbed onto a nearby boat. 
There also was a boat fire on Hog Island earlier 
in the summer. The boat operator intentionally 
grounded the boat to let people get off. North 
Kingstown responded and put out the fire ini-
tially, but it caught fire again.

In addition, many cruise ships visit New-
port. While these large ships have fire sup-
pression systems and people trained to deal 
with fires, trained municipal firefighters must 
respond.

The protocol for responding to a fire or a 
medical emergency on a boat or ship is much 
different than a structure fire on land, said Carl 
Lessard, a yacht loss prevention specialist for 
insurance provider AIG, which held the train-
ing along with the Resolve Maritime Academy. 
On a boat, there is a lot of  heat and smoke that 
stays contained, Lessard said, and the tight 
spaces in the boat can make it difficult for fire-
fighters to maneuver their equipment. To add 
to the difficulties, radios sometimes do not 
work properly below the deck of  a ship.

Also, with the number vessels lined up in 
tight spaces at most shipyards and marinas in 
the harbor, fires can spread quickly from boat 
to boat.

“As a captain, I figured it would be beneficial 
for municipal firefighters to get this training,” 
said Lessard, who lives in Marblehead, Mass. 
“Now the firefighters know what they will be 
dealing with if  there’s a fire or EMT call on 
a boat. We’re very fortunate that owners and 
captains opened up their boats and welcomed 

Smoke on the water
Training helps firefighters 
learn to battle blazes, 
respond to emergencies 
aboard boats of all sizes
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Above, members of the Newport Fire Department go through training recently at Newport Shipyard on how to respond to 
emergencies aboard boats and at marinas. Below, the firefighters run a drill aboard the 183-foot sailing yacht Zenji.

‘Newport is  
a big maritime 

community. 
Without a 

question, the 
crew would need 

help if there 
were a fire.’

CHRIS WALSH
captain of the 220-foot 

motor yacht ‘Archimedes,’ 
which was used recently 
during firefighter training  

at Newport Shipyard

Every day, first responders put their own 
lives on the line. Every day, they go to work 

not knowing what situations they will face and 
how they will be called upon to help someone 
in need. And every day, we in the community 

should remember how fortunate we are to have 
these brave women and men behind us, keeping 
us safe and helping us in times of  need. 

Today, we recognize the first responders in 
our community. Every call may not involve 

a life-threatening situation, but we all rest a 
little easier knowing that they are there. 

The first six pages of  this section are 
dedicated to highlighting some examples of  
the work of  first responders. 

Thank you, for all that you do
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LUNCH SPECIALS
Sun - Fri, 11 am - 3 pm     
 

EARLY BIRD SPECIALS
Sun - Fri,  3 pm - 5:30 pm

Tuesdays - STEAK NIGHT
Many of our Signature Steaks

Wednesdays - RIB NIGHT
Our Slow cooked Baby Back Ribs, Half Rack
 

Thursdays - SEAFOOD NIGHT
Many of our great Seafood Dishes

North End Steakhouse at the Mainstay Hotel and Conference Center

151 Admiral Kalbfus Rd., Newport, RI 

Open Daily

Rehearsal Dinners - Baby & Bridal Showers
Anniversary & Birthday Parties - Corporate Functions 

Family Reunions - Private Brunches - Celebrations of Life
Call Today to Schedule a Tour of Our Facilities

401-849-9880
www.mainstayhotelnewport.com

Two Banquet Rooms
to Accommodate 

25 - 150 Guests with 
Customized Catering

Let us serve you!!

We would like to thank all the 
First Responders who 

Protect & Serve us every day. . .

TOM’S LAWN & GARDEN
1055 East Main Road, Portsmouth, RI 02871

401-683-0002

TOMSLAWNANDGARDEN.COM

Thank you to all our 

First 
Responders...

Great Job!

THANK YOU
TO OUR FIRST RESPONDERS

SPECIAL PRICING
FOR ALL ACTIVE MILITARY
AND FIRST RESPONDERS

Batteries and bands while you wait!

117 Swinburne Row
Brick Market Place, Newport RI

401 841 0011
www.saltzmans-watches.com

By Derek Gomes
Staff writer

PORTSMOUTH — Time 
is of  the essence for first 
responders on medical calls, 
and a group in Prescott Point 
has implemented a program it 
hopes will save precious sec-
onds.

The group at the subdivi-
sion off  West Main Road near 
the Middletown line recently 
launched the Vial of  Life pro-
gram, which provides partici-
pants with an oversize plastic 
vial to hold pertinent medi-
cal information that can be 
accessed by first responders.

A varnished brick on the 
porch of  each participating 
home notifies the responders 
that the occupants’ vials are in 
the refrigerator. The informa-
tion includes emergency con-
tacts, allergies, current and 
past medical conditions and 
blood pressure information.

A separate sheet stipu-
lates whether a person wants 
to be administered CPR and 
what level of  medical inter-
vention he or she wants. The 
document, known as the med-
ical orders for life sustaining 
treatment, must be signed by 
the person (or guardian) and 
a health care provider.

“We were definitely on 
board and enthusiastic about 
the project,” Portsmouth Fire 
Deputy Chief  Michael O’Brien 
said. “It allows us to do our 
jobs more efficiently.”

Fran Mellios got the idea for 
the program after visiting a 
friend in Westborough, Mass., 
where the town’s senior cen-
ter helped facilitate something 
similar, she said. Mellios, 71, 

serves on Prescott Point’s 
social and hospitality commit-
tee, which collaborated with 
the town’s Fire Department 
and area businesses to create 
the program.

The homeowners’ associa-
tion paid for the bricks; the 
Rite Aid at 2456 East Main 
Road donated the vials; and 
Gary Jefferds, the owner 
of  Is Three Enough Design, 
donated the labels for the 
bricks and vials, Mellios said.

There are about 40 condos 
in the neighborhood, which 
will have 59 residences at full 
build-out.

Medical calls are often 
wrought with confusion and 
emotion, O’Brien said, mak-
ing it difficult for authorities 
to glean important medical 
information. A stricken indi-
vidual might be alone and 
unconscious, making the vial 
an invaluable tool, he added.

“Oftentimes, during an 
emergency situation, people 
aren’t in the right frame of  
mind to give accurate informa-
tion to rescue workers,” Mellios 
wrote in a prepared statement.

She said recently she wants 
other neighborhoods in Ports-
mouth and across Aquidneck 
Island to adopt the program.

That would be a welcome 
development, according to 
O’Brien.

“It’s something that’s obvi-
ously good for Prescott Point 
and is good for all seniors or 
people with medical histories,” 
he said. “I respect what they’re 
doing and appreciate neighbors 
coming together to help each 
other and help us do our jobs.”

Gomes@NewportRI.com

Community adopts  
Vial of Life program

the program with open arms.”
The two boats the firefight-

ers trained on were the 183-foot 
sailing yacht Zenji, captained 
by Matt Hearsum, and the 220-
foot motor yacht Archimedes, 
captained by Chris Walsh.

“Newport is a big maritime 
community,” Walsh said. “With-
out a question, the crew would 
need help if  there were a fire. 
Prevention and preparedness 
are the keys to firefighting. 
They have a great group of  guys 
(in Newport).”

On the first day in the class-
room, the firefighters learned 
about protecting the marine 
environment, hazards to watch 
for aboard boats, the construc-
tion and terminology of  ves-
sels, fire plans, and tactics and 
strategies. The instructors used 

examples of  actual emergen-
cies aboard boats, and how the 
situations were handled.

“The marine environment 
is a big concern for all of  us,” 
Lessard said. In the training, 
there is an emphasis on protect-
ing the marine environment, as 
some large vessels can hold up 
to 50,000 gallons of  fuel.

The marine training is espe-
cially useful given the Newport 
City Council’s recent decision 
to accept a federal port secu-
rity grant to purchase a mod-
ern fire and rescue boat. The 
city plans to form a panel of  
people that includes members 
of  the Waterfront Commission 
— including commission Chair-
man Ryan Miller — and other 
people in the community who 
are knowledgeable about boats 
to review the specifications of  
possible boat purchases.

Howarth@NewportRI.com
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H O T L I N E S
AL-ANON — 781-0044.
ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS — 
(800) 439-8860, only in Rhode 
Island.
AMERICAN RED CROSS — 
disaster/emergency services: 
846-8100.
ANONYMOUS TIP LINE — to 
report criminal and dangerous 
activity, illicit liquor and drug 
activity and violence: 846-2606.
BOYS TOWN — for youths and 
families: (800) 448-3000.
DCYF TIP LINE — to report 
child abuse and neglect:(800) 
742-4453.
DEBTORS ANONYMOUS — 683-
2761.
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. 
COMMUNITY CENTER — food 
pantry, social services: 846-
4828.
EAST BAY COMMUNITY 
ACTION PROGRAM — food, 
health care, housing and fuel 
assistance: 847-7821.
GABRIEL’S CALL — for crisis 
pregnancy situations: 421-7833, 
Ext. 218/225.
HOUSING HOTLINE — help with 
seniors, rental, utilities, housing 
issues and other issues: 846-
4896.
LUCY’S HEARTH — shelter for 
women and children: 847-2021.
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Carl Lessard, left, a yacht loss prevention specialist for 
insurance provider AIG, stands with members of the 
Newport Fire Department recently at Newport Shipyard. 
The yacht in the picture is the 220-foot Archimedes.

Call 849-3300 Ext 254 or e-mail CityDesk@NewportRI.com

Got a story for us? 


